
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      24 March 2021 

 
Dear Richard, 
 
East West Rail and northern route option from Bedford 
 
Many thanks to you, and to colleagues from a variety of local organisations 
across North Bedfordshire, for taking the time to meet with me on 15 March to 
discuss a number of issues related to East West Rail and its proposed 
northern route out of Bedford towards Cambridge. Thank you also for your 
follow-up letter, enclosing a number of pieces of information on behalf of the 
’BFARe’ group, received on 18 March. I undertook to look into a number of 
points raised in the meeting and I enclose my responses below. 
 
My officials have looked at the areas consulted as part of the 2019 non-
statutory consultation on route options. To aid the distribution of postcards 
notifying communities, EWR Co. (‘the Company’) provided Royal Mail with a 
shapefile (a digital map) of the consultation area. Royal Mail supplied the 
Company with the number of addresses in the consultation area and EWR Co 
arranged for the appropriate number of postcards to be printed and supplied 
to Royal Mail for distribution. Consistent with standard practice, Royal Mail 
does not supply a breakdown of distribution. However, EWR Co. understands 
the importance of this data to the public and has since sourced the address 
list from its supplier. EWR Co. is currently removing personal data in 
compliance with GDPR for all 120,000 outbound addresses that were used 
for the postcard distribution and hopes to have this information available to 
publish on its website shortly. 
 
Before carrying out the consultation EWR Co identified a zone which 
contained the most likely area of potential benefit and impacts for the section 
between Bedford and Cambridge and which included those who were most 
likely to be affected, or were likely to have the most interest in the project.  
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This zone extended from Bedford through to Cambridge and captured the 
entirety of the area where the route options were based. Work was 
undertaken to try to avoid including only sections of towns and communities 
and where in doubt the zone was extended on a precautionary basis. 
 
People located within this zone were targeted with a range of 
communications activities to alert them to the consultation including local 
press advertisements, placing posters in public spaces, providing parish 
briefings, and sending a mass postcard mail out to more than 120,000 
addresses, as mentioned in your email. This resulted in almost 7,000 people 
responding to the consultation, and more than 3,500 people attending EWR 
Co’s eight consultation events – many of whom I understand mentioned the 
postcard or brought it with them to the events. 
 
Regarding questions on freight, freight services are operated in the UK by 
open access commercial freight companies. Whilst EWR is expected to be a 
freight-capable railway, it is not possible at this stage to determine the 
frequency of usage by the line of freight services. EWR Co will consider the 
potential environmental effects of freight, and of the railway more generally, 
as part of its route alignment development work. An Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) will then be undertaken, and an Environmental Statement 
(ES) submitted, as part of EWR Co’s Development Consent Order (DCO) 
submission.  
  
I understand that EWR Co will be undertaking baseline noise surveys for the 
next stage of scheme development, seeking to avoid putting the railway close 
to “sensitive receptors”, such as schools and housing. If this cannot be 
reasonably achieved, EWR Co will be expected to implement ‘on-site’ 
mitigation – such as siting the railway in a cutting, installing noise barriers or 
using earthworks and landscaping to reduce noise levels. Where noise levels 
are still sufficiently increased at receptors, EWR Co would look to ‘off-site 
mitigation’ such as secondary glazing or localised screening. As part of the 
Environmental Statement, EWR Co will report on the noise effects likely to 
occur. EWR Co will implement noise and pollution reduction measures along 
the line, which will seek to effectively manage noise and vibration to avoid 
significant adverse impacts on health and quality of life.   
 
Turning to the question on whether Bedford Borough Council had undue 
influence on the outcomes of the 2019 consultation, I have asked my officials 
to review the relevant papers held by the Department for Transport. No 
records have been found which suggest that this is the case; however, if 
meeting attendees have specific material which they would like to bring to my 
attention, I would be pleased to consider it. 
 
On the question of whether Route B can be re-considered in the forthcoming 
non-statutory consultation, decisions on route options were consulted on in 
2019. 



 

 
 

 

The consultation met the standards required of an open and fair consultation 
and a route option decision was made and published in January 2020. Whilst 
I expect the Company to back-check its decisions in light of new, relevant 
information to ensure that those decisions remain sound, I remain of the view 
that there is no material reason to re-consult on a route option which has 
since been dismissed as part of the development process, as part of the 
forthcoming non-statutory consultation. The Company has published its full 
reasons for the route option chosen here. 
 
In closing, may I also take this opportunity to invite your constituents and 
colleagues to respond to the forthcoming non-statutory consultation on East 
West Rail. Thank you once again for meeting with me, and please do get in 
touch if I can be of assistance in answering any further questions.  
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Chris Heaton-Harris MP 

 
Minister of State for Transport 

https://eastwestrail-production.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/public/MediaObjectFiles/a72dbd2d81/Preferred-Route-Option-Announcement-Preferred-Route-Option-Report.pdf

